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UPCOMING: Spring is here!
2 0 2 5  h a s  k i c k e d  o f f  o n  a  h i g h  n o t e ,  a n d  w e ’ r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  h a v e

y o u  a l o n g  f o r  t h e  r i d e .  T h i s  w i n t e r  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  a c t i v i t y ,

f e a t u r i n g  a  f u l l  s c h e d u l e  o f  a d u l t ,  t e e n ,  a n d  k i d  c l a s s e s ,

w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  e v e n t s .  W e  h a d  a  b l a s t  h o s t i n g  a  p a c k e d  h o u s e  f o r

c o u p l e s '  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t i n g ,  a  G a l e n t i n e ' s  c a n d l e - m a k i n g  s e s s i o n ,

a n d  a  c h a r m  b r a c e l e t  a n d  c o o k i e  p a i n t i n g  n i g h t .

A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p u l l e d  o f f  o n e  o f  o u r

m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  a n d  i m m e r s i v e  e v e n t s  t o  d a t e — W o n d e r l a n d :  A n

A r t f u l l y  M a d  E x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  e v e n t  t r u l y  s h o w c a s e d  t h e  l e n g t h s

w e ’ r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g o  t o  e x c e e d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  p u s h

c r e a t i v e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  a r t i s t i c  p o t e n t i a l .  T h a n k

y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t ,  f o r  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  o u r  i n i t i a t i v e s ,

a n d  f o r  s h o w i n g  u p  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  a r t s  a n d  c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r t

l o v i n g  c i t y .

L o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  w e ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  w e ’ v e  j u s t  l a u n c h e d  a

f a n t a s t i c  l i n e u p  o f  s u m m e r  c a m p s  f o r  b o t h  k i d s ,  t e e n s ,  a n d  a d u l t s .

W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  w e l c o m e  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  o u r  s p a c e  t h i s

s u m m e r  f o r  c l a s s e s  t h e y ’ l l  l o v e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  f e w  e x c i t i n g  n e w

o f f e r i n g s  l i k e  a i r b r u s h  p a i n t i n g  a n d  p u p p e t  m a k i n g !

W e ’ v e  a l s o  m a d e  a n  e x c i t i n g  u p d a t e  t o  o u r  f a c i l i t y ,  u n v e i l i n g  a

b r a n d - n e w  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  c l a s s r o o m .  O n c e  a n  u n d e r u s e d  o f f i c e

s p a c e ,  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  t o  p e r f e c t l y  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s

o f  t h i s  g r o w i n g  m e d i u m .

T h e  s t a f f  a n d  I  t a k e  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  w h a t  w e  d o ,  a n d  w e ’ r e  h o n o r e d

t o  s e r v e  a s  s t e w a r d s  o f  t h i s  c h e r i s h e d  c r e a t i v e  h u b .  T h e

e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  d e m a n d s  o f  A C B  a r e  h i g h ,  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y

k e e p s  u s  e n e r g i z e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d .  W e  w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  i t  a n y  o t h e r

w a y .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a m a z i n g  j o u r n e y  w i t h  u s .  H e r e ' s  t o

a  y e a r  f u l l  o f  c r e a t i v i t y ,  g r o w t h ,  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n !

W i t h  g r a t i t u d e ,

E l i z a b e t h P a p p a s E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r

A r t  C e n t e r  o f  B u r l i n g t o n

BTOWNART .COMBTOWNART .COM

@artcenterofburlington

           www.btownart.com

APRIL 7  // 6-8PMTH

BAD ART CLUB

APRIL 25  // 5-8TH

TEEN VICE NIGHT

APRIL 26  // 10-NOONTH

MOM + ME TEA PARTY

MAY 2  // 5-8PMND

GALLERY LOUNGE + OPENING RECEPTION
 OF BHS STUDENT SHOW 

MAY 16  // 5-8PMTH

GALLERY LOUNGE + OPENING RECEPTION
ARTIST DEB COYLE

JUNE 6  // 5-8PMTH

GALLERY LOUNGE + OPENING RECEPTION
ARTIST JANNA CARTER

JUNE 15  // 9-4PMTH
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JULY 26  // 5-8PMTH

4  ANNUAL GREAT RIVER POTTERY
THROWDOWN

TH



THE 2025 CREATIVE PLACES EXHANGE

ACB is  proud to be a  community  partner  in  the Universi ty  of  Iowa’s  Ini t iat ive

for  Sustainable Communit ies  Arts  +  Culture Master  Plan.  Col laborat ing closely

with U of  I  graduate students,and Burl ington and West  Burl ington stakeholders

we’ve had the opportunity  to raise our  voices,  share ideas,  and col lect ively

champion ways to make our  community  more connected,  v ibrant ,  and

meaningful  for  everyone.

We bel ieve the arts  are the heartbeat  of  a  place.  They draw people in ,  invi te

them to stay,  and inspire them to invest  in  the spir i t  of  their  surroundings.  Arts

and culture don’t  just  beauti fy—they unify .  They ignite  pr ide,  br idge divides,

and tel l  the stor ies  that  make a place unforgettable.

Through this  partnership,  ACB’s  role in  shaping Burl ington’s  identi ty  and

nurtur ing i ts  qual i ty  of  l i fe  has never  been clearer .  When we invest  in  the arts

together ,  we’re plant ing seeds—not just  for  today,  but  for  the future we al l

imagine.

Over  the past  several  months,  these students  have been researching,

interviewing and engaging with Burl ington and West  Burl ington residents ,  and

wil l  be presenting their  f indings and recomendations on May 8,  2025 here in

our  gal lery .

Designated as a  Cultural  and Entertainment Distr ict  in  2023,  Downtown Burl ington has been

selected to host  the 2025 Creat ive Places Exchange,  presented by the Iowa Arts  Counci l .

We’re thr i l led to welcome nearly  200 arts  and culture leaders  on May 9th for  a  day of

inspirat ion,  connect ion,  and col laborat ion.  The exchange wi l l  spotl ight  Burl ington’s  recent

placemaking projects  and events,  and feature sessions led by community  leaders  f rom

across Iowa who have successful ly  implemented arts ,  culture,  and creat ive placemaking

init iat ives.

Being selected as the host  c i ty  is  a  ref lect ion of  the profound impact  our  v ibrant  local  arts

scene,  l ive music venues,  and dynamic downtown businesses have had in shaping and

revital iz ing our  community .

This  event  of fers  a  unique opportunity  for  communit ies  to connect  through guided tours ,

presentat ions,  and peer  learning sessions—all  designed to foster  pract ical ,  creat ive

solut ions to the chal lenges facing Iowa’s  cultural  landscape.

THE POWER OF ARTS + CULTURE

COMMUNITY
IMPACT AWARD
I n  J a n u a r y ,  A C B  w a s  h o n o r e d  t o

r e c e i v e  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  I m p a c t

A w a r d  a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  B u r l i n g t o n

P a r t n e r s h i p ’ s  A n n u a l  D i n n e r .

W e ’ r e  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s

r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r

c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  g u i d i n g  s t a r

h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

i t s e l f — a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  w e  s t r i v e

t o  m a k e  w i t h i n  i t .  C a r r y i n g  t h a t

p u r p o s e  i n t o  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o

i s  b o t h  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

a n d  a  t r u e  h o n o r .

KEY DATES!

THURSDAY MAY 8  TH

IISC FINAL PRESENTATIONS

FRIDAY MAY 9TH

CREATIVE PLACES EXCHANGE



EVENTS THAT INSPIRE
Ba d  A r t  C l u b  / /  A p r i l  7

T e e n  V i c e  N i g h t  / /  A p r i l  2 5

M o t h e r ’ s  D a y  T e a  / /  A p r  2 6

5 8 t h  A n n u a l  S n a k e  A l l e y  A r t
F a i r  / /  J u n  1 5

T h e  G r e a t  R i v e r  P o t t e r y  
      T h r o w d o w n  / /  J u l  2 6

         A N D  S O  M U C H  M O R E !

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I o w a ’ s  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s  a n d

I o w a  C i t y - b a s e d  m u r a l i s t  A l i  H v a l ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  k i c k  o f f  a l l e y w a y  a c t i v a t i o n  i n  o u r

d o w n t o w n .  T h i s  A p r i l ,  A l i  w i l l  b r i n g  o n e  o f  h e r  i c o n i c ,  b r i g h t l y  c o l o r e d  a b s t r a c t  m u r a l s

t o  A C B ’ s  a l l e y w a y .  A l l e y w a y  a c t i v a t i o n  m a r k s  a n  e x c i t i n g  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  B u r l i n g t o n ’ s

p u b l i c  a r t  a n d  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e  i n i t i a t i v e s .  B y  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o v e r l o o k e d  a l l e y s  i n t o

v i b r a n t  s p a c e s  f o r  g a t h e r i n g ,  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o

c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  A l i ,  w h o  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  o v e r  5 0  m u r a l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P u b l i c  a r t

i s  a b o u t  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  w e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  t o  j o i n  A l i  i n  p a i n t i n g  t h e  a l l e y .

A l i  i s  a n  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  P a i n t i n g  a n d  D r a w i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

I o w a ,  w h e r e  s h e  e a r n e d  h e r  M F A  w i t h  h o n o r s .  H e r  w o r k  b l e n d s  c e r a m i c s ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,

f a b r i c ,  a n d  p a i n t i n g .  S h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  I o w a  A r t s  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  W i n d g a t e

F e l l o w s h i p ,  a n d  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  I o w a  A r t i s t  F e l l o w s h i p .  A l i  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  o v e r  5 0

p u b l i c  m u r a l s  n a t i o n w i d e ,  w i t h  f e a t u r e s  i n  T h e  N e w  Y o r k e r ,  C r e a t e !  M a g a z i n e ,  a n d

e x h i b i t i o n s  l i k e  N C E C A  a n d  C e y s s o n  y  B é n é t i è r e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

W e ’ v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  s o m e  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  b u t  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  s o  f a r  h a s  b e e n  t h e

m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d  W o n d e r l a n d :  A n  A r t f u l l y  M a d  E x p e r i e n c e .  I n s p i r e d  b y  A l i c e  i n

W o n d e r l a n d ,  t h i s  i m m e r s i v e  e v e n t  s p a n n e d  t w o  n i g h t s ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o u r  g a l l e r y  i n t o  a

d r e a m l i k e  w o r l d  w h e r e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t u m b l e d  d o w n  t h e  r a b b i t  h o l e  i n t o  a n  a r t i s t i c a l l y

c u r a t e d  w o n d e r l a n d .

W h y  a r e  w e  e m b r a c i n g  t h e s e  t h e m e d  a d u l t  e v e n t s ?  W e  a r e  c r e a t i v e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  a

c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  c r a v e s  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  i n s p i r e  a n d  c o n n e c t .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  g i v e

p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  d r e s s  u p ,  d i v e  i n t o  a r t s y  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r s

i n  a  f u n ,  e n g a g i n g  a t m o s p h e r e .

A n o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  n e w  e v e n t  f o r  2 0 2 5  i s  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  B A D  A R T  C L U B .  W e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t

c r e a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  k e y  t o  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a n d  B a d  A r t  C l u b  i s  a  s p a c e  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g

a  b r e a k  f r o m  t h e  d a i l y  g r i n d .  I t ’ s  a  p l a c e  t o  d i v e  i n t o  l o w - k e y  p r o j e c t s  i n  a  r e l a x e d ,  f u n

e n v i r o n m e n t .  J o i n  u s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  o f  e v e r y  m o n t h  s t a r t i n g  i n  A p r i l !

ALI IN THE ALLEY

UPCOMING EVENTSBTOWNART.COMBTOWNART.COM

REGISTER FORREGISTER FOR
SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP

W W W . B T O W N A R T . C O M

.



Our Artscapes program remains one of  our  most  important  ini t iat ives,  now

over  ten years  s ince i ts  inception.  Spanning numerous ret i rement homes,

adult  dayhab faci l i t ies ,  and mental  health cl inics  throughout Southeastern

Iowa,  this  program continues to br ing the joy of  art  and access to a  creat ive

l i festyle  to individuals  who need i t  most .  Our  instructors  are deeply dedicated

to this  v i tal  outreach,  providing therapeutic  art  experiences that  foster

connection,  sel f -expression,  and emotional  wel l -being.  Art  is  known to be a

powerful  tool  for  heal ing,  of fer ing individuals  a  creat ive outlet  for  stress

rel ief ,  emotional  processing,  and personal  growth—crucial  for  healthy l iv ing.

Partnered with over  12 faci l i t ies  and organizat ions,  we remain committed to

ensuring that  there are no barr iers  to  access for  those who benef i t  f rom these

enriching experiences.

INTO THE ARTIST’S
STUDIO

SOLAR: YEAR TWO

ARTSCAPES

O u r  l o c a l  a r t i s t s  a r e  t h e

h e a r t b e a t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o .

T h i s  y e a r ,  w e ' v e  i n t r o d u c e d  e v e n

m o r e  w a y s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  s k i l l

a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  c r a f t  r i g h t

h e r e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  B e  s u r e  t o

c h e c k  o u t  o u r  Y o u T u b e  c h a n n e l

f o r  o u r  " I n t o  t h e  A r t i s t ’ s  S t u d i o "

s e r i e s ,  w h e r e  w e  t a k e  y o u  b e h i n d

t h e  s c e n e s  i n t o  t h e  c r e a t i v e

s p a c e s  t h a t  f u e l  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c

j o u r n e y s .

W e  a r e  s o  e x c i t e d  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s

f a i r -  e v e r y o n e ’ s  f a v o r i t e  F a t h e r ’ s

D a y  t r a d i t i o n .  A  d a y  o f

c e l e b r a t i n g  g r e a t  a r t  a n d

c o m m u n i t y .  S t a y  t u n e d  a s  w e

a n n o u n c e  o u r  l i n e  u p  o f  a r t i s t s ,

m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  f o o d  v e n d o r s !  

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  f e a t u r e d

a r t i s t  ( a n d  S A A F  a l u m )  t h i s  y e a r ,

A n n i e  G u l d b e r g .  W e ’ r e  s o  e x c i t e d

t o  f e a t u r e  h e r  a r t w o r k  o n  t h i s

y e a r ’ s  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  m e r c h !
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ART FAIR

I t ' s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  o n e  

y e a r  s i n c e  w e  o f f i c i a l l y  w e n t  o f f  t h e  g r i d ,  

h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s u n  t o  s e c u r e  a

 s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u r e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .  B y  r e d i r e c t i n g  f u n d s  p r e v i o u s l y

s p e n t  o n  r i s i n g  e n e r g y  b i l l s ,  w e ’ r e  a b l e  t o  i n v e s t  m o r e  i n  w h a t  w e  d o  b e s t —

p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s i b l e  a r t s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  o u r  i m p a c t .  A s  w e  e n t e r

t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  o u r  t h r e e - y e a r  f u n d r a i s i n g  c a m p a i g n ,  w e ’ r e  w o r k i n g  t o

a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  t i m e l i n e  a n d  r e a l i z e  t h e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  s o l a r  p o w e r  s o o n e r .  W e

i n v i t e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  d o n a t i n g  t o d a y .

June 15th
scan here to learn more +

make a donation



OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We’re thr i l led to expand our  class

offer ings and invest  in  the enchanting

medium of  stained glass.  Over  the

past  year ,  we’ve heard the community

loud and clear—they want  more

stained glass!  Thanks to our  two

incredible art ists  and instructors ,

Laura Blanchard and Cathy Ziglar ,

we’re answering that  cal l .  With

classes f i l l ing up and wait l ists

growing,  we’ve decided to dedicate a

space in  our  bui lding specif ical ly  for

stained glass instruct ion.  Just  l ike

ceramics,  stained glass requires

special ized equipment and a

funct ional  c lassroom, and start ing in

Apri l ,  we’ l l  be host ing our  scheduled

stained glass classes in  this  new

space!

THE WORLD OF STAINED GLASS

This  new year  we welcome our  new Board President  Jean Link,  and say a  huge thank

you to Lor i  Weiss.  Lor i  was the secret  sauce to our  journey towards solar .  Her

dedicat ion to research in  vendors,  tax  credits ,  and even technical  mechanics kept

momentum going,  and she is  to  thank for  gett ing us past  the f inish l ine.  Lor i ’s

dedicat ion to our  organizat ion is  paramount,  and we are forever  grateful  for  her

leadership.  We are excited to pass the torch to Jean-  another  advocate of  ACB with

exceptional  expert ise and leadership.  

E L I Z A B E T H  P A P P A S
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r

H I L L A U R I E  F R I T Z - B O N A R
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r

M A R L A  V A S Q U E Z
o f f i c e  m a n a g e r

N I C O L E  K A M R A T H
p r o g r a m m i n g  m a n a g e r

J E S S I  T U C C I
c e r a m i c s  s t u d i o  m a n a g e r

K E L L Y  O S B O R N
a r t i s t s  m a r k e t  m a n a g e r

J A M I E  J O H N S O N - C O O P E R
e v e n t s  +  f r o n t  d e s k

C A L L I  R E C K E R
f r o n t  d e s k

the team

J e a n  L i n k ,  P re s i d e n t
B r i a n  Th i e ,  V i c e  P re s i d e n t
J o e l  R o b i n s o n ,  Tre a s u re r

L a u r a  B e c k m a n  ,  L a u r a  O e t ke n
N o r b e r t  G a b by ,   M e l a n i e  Yo u n g

M a c  H o l f o rd  E l l i e  J a c o b s








